previous to the great famine For these reasons, as the report shows, it was to be expected that, notwithstanding the wonderful changes for the better since the famine period, distress and sickness would prevail to an unusual extent, and the weekly returns of pauperism were looked to with anxiety. Steps were accordingly taken to warn the several boards of guardians of the threatening aspect of the then coming winter, and advising due preparation for a possible increase of inmates of the workhouses. However, it fell out that no very serious increase occurred beyond that usual in the winter season, while the weekly rate of mortality in the workhouses was, up to the first week in February, considerably less than at the corresponding period of the preceding year. We must here, however, bear in mind that this comparison with a period when smallpox was raging does not prove much, and the fact that, even in the face of that circumstance, the Such are some of the many points of interest contained in the works under consideration, and in conclusion it may be observed that, while there are many matters of a satisfactory nature, it would be useless to deny there are others needing the grave attention of those entrusted with the public administiation of affairs, and of all having the well-being of the United Kingdom at heart.
